
BIOGRAPHIE Marek Choloniewski

Marek Choloniewski works as a composer, sound artist, performer and 

teacher. He is the head of the Electroacoustic Music Studios at the 

Academy of Music and Audiosphere Lab at the Intermedia Department at 

the Fine Arts Academy in Krakow, Poland, the founder and President of the 

Muzyka Centrum Art Society as well as the leader of the Polish Society for 

Electroacoustic Music. Since 2011 he has been the President of the 

International Confederation of Electroacoustic Music. In addition, he holds 

the position of the Director of the Audio Art Festival in Krakow, Poland. 

He founded many contemporary music groups and ensembles, such as 

Freight Train, ch&k&k, and Dizzy Kinetics. He is the initiator of many art 

projects, such as sound and video installations, of interactive 

space/environment, audiovisual and net-art projects, as well as the 

composter of instrumental and electroacoustic music. He received the 

honorable Award of the Polish Composers Union, the Award of the Ministry 

of Culture and National Heritage, and the Independent Project grant of the 

CEC ArtsLink in New York.

The composer provided the following program note:

Waves 2 is a project that uses the performer’s brainwaves to control 

complex audiovisual composition.

The Waves research project started in 2014 with the aim to mix up 

brainwaves with electromagnetic signals. In the current research the 

composer goes further as extending his exploration towards the 

performance with extended sensoric metacontroll.

Mapping the performance space by the use of mixed technologies creates 

a new ethernal/internal multidimensional art form.

However, discrete and intimate elements of the performance are still 

essential elements of Choloniewski’s transmedial performance.

The technical setup for this piece includes video projection and an 8-

channel audio system.

duration: 8 '

Double Brain is a multi-net-art composition performed live by a duo of 

composers/performers in a distance of several thousands of kilometers 

Mexico/Austria.



Stream of data from the brain waves of the second performer in Vienna is 

transmitted live directly to the concert hall in Morelia, where the first 

performer mixed with his own brain waves stream transformed live to 

multilayer sound structures mixed with the images from microscopes of 

both performers.

duration: 10'

... nothing ? is a visual concept reflected in a form of a soundscape 

composed from three sources:

1. original audio recordings from the Wieliczka Salt Mine near Krakow - the 

place with a long history since XIII century.

In 2005 for Expo in Nagano I created multichannel sound installation for 

the small scale model of Wieliczka Salt Mine exhibited in a Polish pavilion.

Hours of silent and subtle noises were not used for Expo 2005, instead 

they were hibernated for 5 years to be recovered and ready for another 

project.

2. natural ambient "silences" around Wieliczka town are part of a long 

series of audio recording from the most silent natural spaces.High 

frequencies, around 18-19 kHz, playing role of space carriers.

Sounds from two natural spaces, one underground, and the second one 

from empty and open space above are overlapped and super-positioned, 

both are spanned by high frequency carriers 

... nothing? is a kind of transgression of my night dreams, where close 

rooms get unfolded as a cubic box in an infinitive open space and vice 

versa, the natural landscapes are projected in form of a flat theatre 

scenography.

The piece was commissioned by Michal Rataj from Czech Radio for the 

Radioatelier Program and was broadcasted live by as a World Premiere of 

the piece by EBE network of 16 radio stations on October 30, 2010.

duration: 22'

WYSYG - What You See You Get) for light and computer (1989) is the 

result of my search for new ways of direct influence of the composer-

performer on the concert implemented in computer composition. The 

principle of performing this work lies in the division of roles between the 

computer playing a role of orchestra, and artist-conductor, who controls 



the final sound result od the composition. The process of conducting is far 

away from the traditional model, approaching the audiovisual 

performances. Face performer is combined with a pre-programmed 

musical score, contained in the computer memory controlled live through 

optical sensors. Light changes (light-baton movements) form specific 

instructions that affect the manner in which the scores is performed by the

computer. What you see (What You See) is therefore what you hear (You 

Get). Even that there is a preciously composed score, the performer 

selects different ways to form of the piece: 1. the duration of individual 

notes or entire structures of sound depends on the frequency of the mouth

opening; 2. orchestration - the number of instruments and how they are 

used, as well as the form of sound processing depends on a amount of 

light reaching the sensor placed on the neck; 3. The location of the sound 

in space depends on the amount of light directed to sensors placed around

the ears. 

Duration 8'

dark&lightZone (1999/2003)

gestural control over 4 photocells determine sound structures composed 

live in various forms.

dark&lightZone is an instrument and the name of series of performances, 

including original performance of Arditti Quartett (1999), Stanislaw 

Wisniewski Compagne (1999), the modern dance group from Lyon, as well 

as different performances by chamber ensembles (2000-2005). 

dark&lightZone appeared recently as a public interactive installation at the

IMT Gallery in London (September 2006).

Duration: 7'

Parachora - with Milosz Luczynski - video, Duration 9'20"


